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Dangerous Driving Habits
In the past decade, road accident occurrences have shot up significantly. There is no single day that passes without the sad news about road accidents in our local media channels. On the same, the country has lost its useful people and property through road accidents. Those who escape the wrath of death incur severe injuries that render them handicapped and less productive. All these are attributed to dangerous driving habits practiced by the less caring drivers.
From my own experience, I once witnessed dangerous driving that left me wondering what kind of people we trust our lives within the name of drivers. There is a day I was with my friend in his car heading to work when a car passed by us, and it was over speeding, the driver in it had also listening to loud music, and he was overtaking carelessly. While he was doing this, a lorry surfaced from the opposite direction. Through a narrow escape, the driver of the truck was keen. The truck driver acted quickly by diverging the truck to the other side of the road, and it ended up in a ditch, and the car was salvaged though it also derailed from the way but was stopped by the road rails.
To add, several months ago, a colleague of mine told me that, while he was traveling, the driver of the vehicle he had boarded was very much busy driving and at the same time, talking over his cell phone. Under normal circumstances, it is tough for a driver to keep his eyes on the road while at the same time talking on the cell phone at a speed of over 100km per hour. Most passengers started complaining and telling him to put his cell phone aside and concentrate on driving or, if necessary, look for a stopover and peacefully communicate before embarking on his duty. The driver was thick-headed, and he gave them deaf ears while he continued using his cell phone, driving at 100km per hour. After driving for an hour and still receiving calls, there was a bridge nearby, and because he didn't notice the bridge and another car was coming from the opposite direction, they were involved in a head-on collision. Such an occurrence could not have happened, were it not for the driver's ignorance.
According to the Ministry of Roads and transport, most drivers ignore traffic rules and road signs, and this has led to a very high number of road accidents. Reports indicate that some drivers never consider traffic road signs. For instance, last year, many vehicles veered off the road because the drivers failed to adhere to the traffic road signs, especially in sharp corners and during the changing of lanes. The report from the Ministry indicates that over 50% of the accidents that occurred last year were attributed to aggressive driving primarily via over speeding (Sickens et al. 2016). Teenage drivers are the leading in the case of over speeding, for most of them always have the mentality to outsmart the other drivers; hence, traffic rules are kept at bay during this competition time, therefore, leading to many fatal crashes on our highways. The recent case doing rounds on the social media involved a car that rolled over several times when the driver failed to negotiate a sharp corner. The CCTV footage revealed that the teenager was driving at 110km per hour. 
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